
BEST CHARITY
Miami New Times; May 2006

An endlessly laudable organization, FIAC was founded in
1996 by ten attorneys and activists concerned about cuts in
funding to immigrant advocacy. Their budget was $400,000.
Ten years later, they have 40 employees and a $2.4 million
budget. Their tireless work on behalf of all immigrants, from
Haitian asylum-seekers to migrant farm workers, is
desperately needed in South Florida. FIAC attorneys, led by
executive director Cheryl Little, are at the forefront of
immigrant issues – ranging from poor conditions at detention
centers to the burgeoning human trafficking industry.

BEST ATTORNEYS
Miami New Times; May 1997

With the federal government cracking down on legal and
illegal immigrants, and ordinary people tired of hearing
about their plight, the foreign-born in our midst – especially
the many who are poor, uneducated, and undocumented –
have few advocates willing to argue on their behalf. The
twelve staff attorneys at the Florida Immigrant Advocacy
Center are the exception. Refugees seeking asylum, families
fighting deportation and separation, workers struggling to
collect unpaid wages – these are typical clients. Laboring
under unmanageable caseloads and with scant resources,
the center’s attorneys prove that certain principles – respect
for basic rights, fair treatment under the law, a recognition
of our common humanity – are impervious to demagoguery.

You can’t calculate how important FIAC is. It has created
an atmosphere of justice and respect for many thousands
of immigrants.

- Bob Graham, former U.S. Senator, D-FL

Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center has earned our pro-
found respect and admiration.

- Congressman Lincoln Diaz-Balart, R-FL

In a world of deserving non-profits doing vital work in
difficult causes, FIAC stands out among the best.

- Hodding Carter III, former President
The Knight Foundation

COMMENDATIONS

[FIAC’s] staff is pushing ahead with dogged determination
and innovative service to provide assistance to our
immigrants. I commend [their] hard work and dedication.

- Congressman Kendrick B. Meek, D-FL

FIAC has been an invaluable partner to the Women’s
Commission…Through its impact litigation and national
policy advocacy, FIAC has raised public awareness about
major policy reforms and achieved critical court decisions
to ensure that the due process rights of asylum seekers
and others are respected.

- Women’s Commission  for Refugee Women & Children

FIAC touches the lives of thousands and, if it were not for
them, many people who contribute greatly to this great
country would not be able to do so today.

- Al Cardenas, Esq.
former Chair of the Florida Republican Party

Organizations like FIAC make an enormous difference.
Supporting their work helps make America the country
we believe in.

- Anthony Lewis, Columnist NY Times

FIAC continues to be a stellar immigrant advocacy program,
combining the strong, energetic and compassionate advocacy
qualities of its staff with the strengths of a maturing
organization…No one else in the state does the incredible
work that FIAC does and with such success.

- Paul Doyle, The Florida Bar Foundation

FIAC needs funds to continue to play their leading role
in exposing the often deplorable conditions of detention
in which asylum seekers and others are detained.

- Liv Ullman, Academy Award winning actor

FIAC’s holistic approach to client services is exemplary…
Addressing all of the client’s immigration legal needs enables
them to become self-sufficient in a shorter period of time.

- Florida Dept. of Children and Families Refugee Services

FIAC’s involvement in the Cadena human trafficking case
was invaluable. They took over the enormous responsibility
of addressing the needs of our victim witnesses.

- Alex D. Rivas, FBI Special Agent
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AWARDS & RECOGNITION

• American Red Cross Spectrum Awards for Women, 
AT&T Community Service Award,
presented to Cheryl Little

• Immigration Project of the National Lawyers Guild, 
University of Miami School of Law,
presented to Supervising Attorney Rebecca Sharpless

• Rosa S. O’Neill Outstanding Community Resource 
Award, U.S. State Department, Miami Council for 
International Visitors, presented to LUCHA Project

• Distinguished Community Service Award,
Miami-Dade Asian-American Advisory Board, 
presented to Cheryl Little

• Neal Adams/Richard Powell Civil Rights Award, 
Miami-Dade NAACP, presented to Cheryl Little

• Mickey Leland Award, Refugee Voices Incorporated, 
presented to Cheryl Little

• Morris Dees Justice Award presented to Cheryl Little

• Lawyers in Leadership Award presented to
Cheryl Little by University of Miami School of Law

• Stephen M. Goldstein Award for Excellence,
The Florida Bar Foundation

• Pro Bono Award,
American Immigration Lawyers Association

• Shelia Wellston Institute Award,
National Network to End Domestic Violence
Against Immigrant Women

• Heroes of the American Dream Award,
National Immigration Forum

• National Immigration Project Award,
National Lawyers Guild

• Caribbean Bar Association
2008 Community Service Award

• And Justice For All Award, Victim Services Center

• HOPE Award (Helping Others through Pro Bono 
Efforts), University of Miami School of Law

• Nelson Poynter Civil Liberties Award,
American Civil Liberties Union,
presented to Cheryl Little, FIAC Executive Director

• Local Hero Award, Bank of America,
presented to Cheryl Little

• Outstanding Service to Children of Our Community,
Florida Association of Women Lawyers,
Miami-Dade Chapter, presented to Cheryl Little

• Claire Heureuse Justice Award,
Fanm Ayisyen Nan Miyami (FANM) presented to
FIAC Nou Kab Staff Attorney Sabrina Salomon

• Golden Achievement Award,
Florida Association for Women Lawyers,
presented to Supervising Attorney, Sr. Maureen Kelleher

• Haitian Lawyers Association Award,
presented to Cheryl Little

• Human Rights Defenders, GlobalRights.org,
presented to Maria Jose Fletcher, Supervising Attorney,
LUCHA: A Women’s Legal Project
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NATIONAL ADVOCACY

FIAC identifies and challenges discriminatory acts and
policies targeting immigrants. We do this by:
• Reaching out to the public through reports that document

the mistreatment of immigrants
• Challenging government abuses in court
• Testifying before Congress
• Working with traditional civil rights organizations

and government officials to achieve positive change in 
immigration policies

• Empowering our multicultural, multilingual staff to 
build alliances between immigrant and non-immigrant
groups, including the business community

FIAC’s landmark report, Securing Our Borders: Post 9/11
Scapegoating of Immigrants, demonstrates the extent to
which the post 9/11 policies enacted by the U.S. government
are misaligned and have driven the country further from
the goal of providing national security while having a
negative impact on our communities. The esteem with
which the report was received is seen in a sampling of its
endorsements:

“I commend FIAC for issuing this timely report, which
describes the real-life impact of many of the post 9/11
policies our government has already pursued, as well as
others, tested in Florida, that the federal government is
currently considering. Whether it is racial profiling,
criminally prosecuting asylum seekers arriving with false
documents, or empowering local police to enforce
immigration laws, these policies serve only to drive
immigrant communities further underground—hindering,
rather than bolstering, our national security.”

- Harry Reid, Senate Democratic Leader

“FIAC has made an enormous contribution to our
understanding of how immigrant communities have felt
under siege due to the excesses of post 9/11 enforcement
activities.”

“Policy makers, immigration officials, and community leaders
would be wise to read this report, and commit to fashioning
a 21st century immigration system that restores our tradition
as a nation of immigrants and a nation of laws.”

- Frank Sharry, Executive Director
America’s Voice

For more information on the cutting-edge reports produced by FIAC and
the latest news on immigration issues, go to our website: www.fiacfla.org.

Achievements in National Advocacy
• Successfully challenged national immigration policies in

federal court affecting thousands of immigrants eligible 
for citizenship

• Exposed deplorable conditions of immigration detention
in a Florida county jail prompting a Justice Department 
investigation, which confirmed many of the detainee’s 
allegations, and resulted in all detainees being removed 
from the facility

• Exposed sexual misdeeds by immigration detention 
officers, which led to high-level investigations and
convictions

• Represented many women and girls forced into sexual 
slavery and worked for the conviction of the abusers and
restitution for the victims

• Partnered with Harvard University Law School in a 
successful legal action before the Organization of American
States (OAS) Inter-American Commission on Human 
Rights to protect Haitian asylum applicants who flee
by boat

• Testified before: U.S. Congress; U.S. Senate; U.S. 
Commission on Civil Rights; Organization of American 
States

• Appeared on Nightline, Sixty Minutes, Dateline, Frontline,
Oprah and other national television shows regarding 
immigration detention, political asylum, sexual slavery 
and Haitian immigration
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STATE & REGIONAL ADVOCACY

FIAC assists pro bono legal service providers form
immigration units and provides training and technical
assistance in immigration law.  FIAC works closely with
the Florida Immigrant Coalition to protect basic rights
when anti-immigrant sentiment leads to policies that
threaten those rights in cities, counties, and at the state
level.

Achievements in State/Regional Advocacy

• FIAC resources for service providers:
- Immigration law training and consulting

(3,000 service providers, lawyers, law enforcement 
and members of judicial systems trained annually)

- Author manuals and curricula
- Compile and maintain database of immigration legal

services providers in the state
- Provide immediate advisories on immigration issues

for The Immigration Umbrella Group
• New immigration units formed with FIAC’s assistance:

Heart of Florida Legal Aid in Polk County, Northwest
Florida Legal Aid in Pensacola, and Florida Coastal Law
School in Jacksonville

• Oral Testimony, Gender Bias Study, Commission of the
Florida Supreme Court

• Oral Testimony before the Florida State Advisory 
Committee to the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, 
Conference on Immigration and Federal Enforcement 
in South Florida

• Helped change Florida policies that misclassified legal
immigrants as out-of-state students for tuition purposes
at public universities
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DETENTION PROJECT

“FIAC threw me a lifeline. I’ll never forget how hard they
worked on my case, how they never gave up.”

- Marlene Jaggernauth, Trinidad
Won case in 11th Circuit Court of Appeals, 2005

Granted Cancellation of Removal, 2007

Achievements In Detention Advocacy
• Testified before the U.S. Senate Judiciary Subcommittee 

on Immigration
• Testified before the National Prison Rape Elimination 

Commission
• Testified before the Organization of American States, 

Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
• Exposed sexual misdeeds and deplorable conditions of 

immigration detention, which resulted in high level FBI 
and Justice Department investigations

• Issued groundbreaking reports on detention:
- Cries for Help: Medical Care at Krome Processing Center and

in Florida’s County Jails
- Florida’s County Jails: INS’s Secret Detention World
- Krome’s Invisible Prisoners: Cycles of Abuse and Neglect
- INS Detainees in Florida: A Double Standard of Treatment

• Provide detention training to hundreds of pro bono 
lawyers, community activists, and immigrant families 
across Florida annually

FIAC defends the basic rights of immigrant detainees,
including women and children, and monitors conditions
of detention in order to bring about systemic change. Know
Your Rights (KYR) seminars are presented to detainees
across Florida. FIAC represents detainees with meritorious
cases, including asylum cases and those involving sexual
abuse and inadequate health care.

Fugitive Operations teams from Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) arrested more than 30,000 immigrants
in fiscal year 2007, nearly doubling 2006 arrests. Federal
dragnets with code names like Operation Endgame and
Return to Sender target immigrants who have broken no
criminal laws. They are treated like hardened criminals,
yet have no right to a court appointed lawyer. ICE detainees
represent the fastest growing prison population in the U.S.,
costing taxpayers more than $1.65 billion a year.

“When I was 12, I came from Trinidad and became a lawful
resident of the United States. After I got married, I was a
victim of domestic violence and became very depressed.
During that time, I made a terrible mistake and was charged
with shoplifting. I got my life back in order, got a full-time
job, bought a home and took care of my mother and my 4
U.S. citizen children. Years later, Immigration officials came
to my home and handcuffed me in front of my children. I
was in detention for eleven months, in three different jails.
FIAC took my case to the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals
but I was deported before a decision was reached. It was
the worst day of my life.”

“After three years in Trinidad, FIAC contacted me and told
me I had won my case in the 11th Circuit.  That was the
best day of my life. FIAC got me back to United States,
and took my case to an immigration judge and won.”
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LUCHA/NOU KAB

• Participant in high-level Justice Department conferences
• Key contributor to Justice Department training video
• Helped shape new law providing immigration relief to 

victims of human trafficking
• Co-host of Advancing Freedom: 5th Annual Freedom 

Network Conference Addressing Human Trafficking in 
2007, for advocates from across the country including 
judges, law enforcement officers, and social workers

• Trained more than 3,000  legal and social service providers,
and law enforcement officials in 2007, in the U.S., Puerto
Rico, Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands, 
Dominican Republic, Mexico, Honduras, Nicaragua, El 
Salvador, and Panama

• Presenter at international conferences, including the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation of Europe 
(OSCE) in Vienna, the Global Alliance Against Traffic in 
Women (GAATW) Conference in Bangkok and the 15th 
World Congress of Criminology held in Barcelona

• Chosen by DCF Refugee Services to assess current 
protocols, develop curriculum, and train caseworkers to 
assist child victims of trafficking

• Helped create the Haitian Domestic Violence Initiative
• Host weekly radio programs in Spanish and Creole to 

inform and prevent domestic violence

FIAC is internationally renowned for its work on behalf of
immigrants who are victims of violent crimes, including
domestic violence and human trafficking.  FIAC represents
victims and collaborates with community agencies to ensure
needs are met in a holistic manner. Our attorneys maintain
close, ongoing relationships with law enforcement to ensure
abusers are jailed. FIAC provides training and technical
assistance to advocates, law enforcement, and government
representatives around the world. We are the Southeast
regional representative for several national victims’ rights
coalitions.

“I came to the United States to work but when I got here
I was forced by the smugglers to work twelve hours a day,
seven days a week. Me and the other women were beaten,
raped and tortured by the traffickers. After I tried to escape,
they took us to a field, gang raped me and the boss ordered
another man to kill us. I testified against the traffickers and
they were sentenced to 24 years in prison. I will never ever
forget FIAC, who has done everything to help me for over
five years. They gave me hope. They gave me my life back.”

- Name withheld to protect client, Central America
Granted Legal Status (trafficking visa) 2005

Achievements on Behalf of Human Trafficking and
Domestic Violence Victims
• Founding member of the National Freedom Network 

and the Florida Freedom Partnership to ensure human 
trafficking survivors receive services

• Testified before U.S. Senate on the international trafficking
of women and children
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Achievements in Children’s Advocacy
• Awarded a million-dollar grant from The Children’s Trust

and The Florida Bar Foundation. FIAC is the lead agency
in the Immigrant Children’s Legal and Service Partnership
(ICLASP), a model program providing multiple services
to unaccompanied children.

• Published landmark reports:
- “I running out of hopely...” Profiles of Children in INS 

Detention in Florida
- Unaccompanied Haitian Children Repatriated from 

Guantanamo: Stories of Trauma and Despair
• Hosted On Their Own: 2nd Annual Conference on 

Unaccompanied Immigrant Children in 2007, for more 
than 150 judges, government officials, academics, and 
social workers from across the country.

• Successfully challenged the Citizenship and Immigration
Service’s (USCIS) arbitrary denial of Special Immigrant 
Juvenile (SIJ) Visa applications filed on behalf of eligible
unaccompanied immigrant children. FIAC and Holland 
& Knight achieved favorable decisions in all cases. Two 
of  these cases set precedent in the SIJ application process.

• Contributed to University of Miami Children and Youth
Law Clinic’s SIJ Bench Book, used by juvenile court and 
dependency judges throughout Florida.
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CHILDREN’S LEGAL PROJECT

FIAC is one of the nation’s foremost non-profit law firms
that assist unaccompanied immigrant children. We
represent children in immigration and state courts and
provide Know Your Rights (KYR) presentations in
detention facilities in South Florida. Working with partners
in the community, we call public attention to the plight
of the children and encourage changes in policy
throughout the nation.

The Children’s Project was launched in 2001 following
the case of 18-month old “Baby Margaret.” She had been
smuggled into the U.S., and no one claimed her. An
Immigration Judge asked her Deportation Officer if he
was going to represent her. The DO declined and called
FIAC. We took her case pro bono and since then have
dedicated a legal team to represent these children.

“I came to the United States when I was thirteen to live
with my father. But he and his wife treated me badly. I
was taken to a hospital because I wanted to end my life.
I lived for a while with some friends but I was raped.
Then child welfare authorities turned me over to
Immigration. I was detained for 6 months. FIAC helped
me get residency and helped me with my problems. I do
not trust many people but I trust my FIAC attorney. I am
happy now. I’m writing poetry and I want to go to college.”

- Name withheld to protect client
Granted Relief Under The Violence Against Women Act
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ASYLUM WORK

FIAC has won landmark cases extending asylum protection
to a new class of domestic violence victims, to children
forced to join street gangs, and to groups who opposed
their government in Haiti. We have obtained asylum for
prominent human rights activists, including Chilean and
Haitian journalists, a former member of Guatemala’s Truth
Commission and an acclaimed Cuban documentary
filmmaker.

“I am gay and I was persecuted in Honduras my whole
life. I was kicked out of my church, fired from jobs and
some of my own family abandoned me. In 2005, the
Honduran National Police arrested me, beat me and
strangled me until I thought I would die. I had to flee my
country to save my life. After a friend paid a huge ransom
to get me released, I made it to Mexico and then to the
United States. FIAC was there for me every step of the
way. They got me asylum and are like my family.“

- Jexon Meija, Honduras; Granted asylum 2007

“I am from Azerbaijan, but half Armenian on my mother’s
side. After the Soviet Union fell, my mother and sister
were beaten to death by Azerbaijanis because they were
Armenian.”

“After, my father moved me and my brother to a
neighborhood where no one knew that we were half
Armenian. This kept us safe until a riot started against
NATO. When I refused to participate, people started to
suspect that I was Armenian. An angry mob killed my
brother and best friend. I escaped and came to the U.S.

FIAC represented me and I won asylum in 2007. I am the
only survivor of my family and now I can be safe in the
United States with my wife and my daughter.”

--Timur Mahammadov, Azerbaijan; Asylum granted 2007

Achievements in Asylum Advocacy
• Oral Testimony before the U.S. Senate Judiciary 

Subcommittee on Immigration
• Oral Testimony before the House Subcommittee on 

International Operations and Human Rights
• Oral Testimony before the US Commission on Civil Rights
• Issued landmark report: Haitian Refugees: A People in 

Search of Hope
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PUBLIC BENEFITS FOR THE HOMELESS

FIAC represents homeless immigrants to secure benefits
for which they are eligible. Many are elderly and/or
disabled. FIAC works with agencies to implement fair
policies and procedures, and educates service providers
on the legal needs of the homeless immigrant population.

“I am 71 years old and have been in this country for 48
years. I was homeless for 6-1/2 years after 9/11, even
though I worked and paid taxes in the United States for
four decades. My life deteriorated because I lost my
immigration papers and couldn’t work or get social security
benefits. Thank God for FIAC because they got my papers
and a work permit. They got the Social Security office to
finally give me the money I am eligible for. Now I can get
a job, find a place to live and support myself. My faith in
the goodness of people has been restored.”

- Florestán Ors, Cuba
Obtained work permit and Social Security benefits 2008

Achievements on Behalf of Homeless Immigrants
• More than $1,500,000 secured on behalf of clients
• 400% increase in benefits awarded between 2006 and 

2007

• Tripled the number of clients served between 2006
and 2007

• Organized “Immigrants and Healthcare in South Dade,”
a community forum, with The Union of the Uninsured
and Human Services Coalition (HSC)

• Wrote and published policy papers and fact sheets (with
HSC) to educate providers and the public about homeless
immigrants’ eligibility for benefits

Workplace Justice
FIAC advocates on behalf of low-wage workers. FIAC
monitors treatment of immigrants in low-wage service
industries, including tourism and domestic employment.

Through its Skadden Fellow, FIAC litigates employment
cases and pursues immigration relief based on claims of
workplace exploitation. FIAC informs the work of
grassroots campaigns for changes in local, state, and federal
labor and immigration laws.
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