
FIAC newsletter 
save the date!
FIAC Annual Awards Dinner
Tuesday February 17, 2009
InterContinental Hotel, Miami

Guest Speaker: Judge Rosemary Barkett
Judge Barkett was  appointed to the Eleventh Circuit Court of 
Appeals  in 1994, the latest highlight on a  journey that began in Mexico 
where she was born to parents  who had emigrated from Syria. Along 
the way, she was a teacher, a  member of a  religious  order, and 
graduated from law school near the top of her class.  In 1985, she 
became the first woman Associate Justice on the Florida Supreme 
Court and, in 1992, her colleagues selected her to become Chief 
Justice, the first woman to hold that position.

Reserve your tables today!  csailsbury@fiacfla.org
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2008 Dinner Co-Chairs, 
Cristina Dominguez and Charles Kline

FIAC client, Juan Gomez, Award Winner, 
Georgina Angones and FIAC Director, Cheryl Little

Dorothea Green, Kimberly Green, Harve Mogul and Alesia Mogul
To view more 2008 Dinner photos, 
go to: www.fiacfla.org, and click 

“Photo Album”



FIAC Client 
Released After 
15 Months
Suffered in ICE Detention without 
proper care for cancer and other 
serious ills

After 15 months  in federal detention, Yong Sun Harvill, legal 
U.S. resident and FIAC client, was  freed by Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) in July 2008.  Ms. Harvill has  been 
represented throughout her ordeal by FIAC attorney Kelleen 
Corrigan.  

Her release was  arranged soon after a  federal lawsuit was  filed 
on her behalf – by FIAC and the law firm Steptoe & Johnson, 
LLP of Phoenix, Arizona – to obtain proper medical care for her 
life threatening conditions, which include cancer and Hepatitis 
C.  “Hopefully this  indicates that ICE will improve medical care 
for other detainees,” said Cheryl Little, FIAC’s Executive 
Director.

Yong’s case was brought to national attention in a  Washington 
Post front-page story on May 12, 2008. (The Post also profiled 
two other FIAC cases – Rev. Joseph Dantica and Hanna 
Boutros.)

FIAC has  represented dozens of detainees  in urgent need of 
medical care, and produced numerous reports  documenting 
the serious deficiency of medical care provided those in ICE 
custody.  FIAC’s  work over the past decade in calling attention 
to this  important issue led to Cheryl Little’s  most recent 
testimony to Congress  in October 2007 (the text can be read 
on the agency’s website http://fiacfla.org/actionitems.php).  

Legislation sponsored by Rep. Zoe Lofgren (CA), H.R. 5950 
“The Detainee Basic Medical Care Act of 2008” is designed to 
address  this  issue.  The legislation will require ICE to provide 
medical care that complies with national and international 
standards  and requires that all deaths  in detention be reported 
to Congress and the public.

“I continue to be troubled by the cavalier attitude that ICE 
leadership seems to have,” said Rep. Lofgren, “when it comes 
to our obligation to treat those detained with minimum 
standards  of care. Many of those in immigration custody are 
there for minor administrative and paperwork related mistakes 
or because they have sought political asylum under the law. 
Their detention should not be a death sentence.”

An ecstatic Yong Sun Harvill thanks 
Cheryl Little,  FIAC Executive Director, for 
the agencyʼs efforts  in securing her 
release.

Photo courtesy of Michael Marcus
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I am an American by choice. I treasure my citizenship.  
It is because of this that I have been so very proud to 
serve as President of an organization that defends 
the very essence of what it means to be an American.

As a nation built by immigrants, we value those who 
seek freedom with such fervor that they put their very 
lives at risk to reach our shores.  

The work FIAC does has national and international 
impact, but at its heart are the individual cases of 
injustice that they strive to correct. It is the refugee 
seeking protection from persecution. The immigrant 
woman who has been trafficked and is seeking a safe 
harbor.  The child with no parent or guardian who is 
detained by the government when what they need is 
the warmth and love of a sheltering family.  

These are the lonely voices calling out for help. These 
are the reasons why FIAC is so important.  FIAC is 
able to respond to these calls thanks to generous 
funders, individual financial contributors and attorneys 
who provide pro bono services.  Thank you for your 
support.

Finally, as the torch passes to our new President, Carl 
Goldfarb, I would like to thank my fellow Board 
Members who have supported me, and who 
individually and as a group work tirelessly to keep 
FIAC vibrant.

 

A Message From Antonio Prado
FIAC’s Outgoing Board President
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Directors
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Denisse Lemos
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Yvonne Santa Maria
Annhy Shim

Holly Skolnick, Esq.
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Following the attacks of September 11, 2001, the U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (USCIS)  rashly implemented a “name check” process 
that has  caused unnecessary delays  in citizenship applications in violation 
of federal law.   USCIS is  required to decide citizenship cases within 120 
days  of the citizenship interview.  However, the name checks  - which 
USCIS’ own Ombudsman acknowledged are not necessary because of any 
threat or risk - have caused FIAC clients to wait up to six years  with no 
decision on their applications.  

These longtime, tax-paying legal residents come from Bangladesh, 
Bulgaria, Cuba, Guyana, Jordan, Morocco, Peru, Pakistan, Panama, Russia 
and Trinidad.  All they are asking for is  a decision on whether or not they will 
be allowed to swear allegiance to the United States and realize their dream 
of citizenship.  

After a series of successful actions  on behalf of individual 
applicants, FIAC filed a class  action lawsuit in federal court challenging the 
delays.   The litigation team is  lead by Tania Galloni, FIAC’s Adrienne Arsht 
Human Rights Fellow and FIAC Managing Attorney Mary Gundrum.  As a 
result of litigation by FIAC, and other advocates  around the country, USCIS 
and FBI recently announced a joint plan to eliminate the name check 
backlog nationally.  

Since FIAC began action on the delays, 35 clients’ applications 
have been approved and they have become naturalized citizens of the 
United States.

 

FIAC Files Class Action Suit to Correct Delays in Citizenship
Adrienne Arsht Human Rights Fellowship

Tania Galloni, FIACʼs Adrienne Arsht Human 
Rights Fellow, discusses class action with media.

Former Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) officer 
Wilfredo Vazquez, 35, was  sentenced to 7 years  and 3  months 
in prison as a result of his  guilty plea to two counts of sexual 
assault on a Jamaican woman in his custody.  In a letter to the 
judge, the victim, M.C. (name has been withheld to protect the 
victim’s privacy), expressed her gratitude that part of her 
nightmare from the attack was  ending with the sentencing.  “I 
am grateful for my attorneys  at FIAC who brought my case to 
the U.S. Attorney,” said M.C.  “Without them, Wilfredo Vazquez 
would still be free to abuse other women who might be put 
under his control by ICE.”

	 In passing the sentence, the judge noted that the 
evidence against Vazquez was  overwhelming and, if the case 
had gone to trial, he would most likely have received a much 

harsher sentence. A pre-sentencing report recommended a 
sentence of up to 14 years.
 “We’re pleased with the court’s  decision,” said Cheryl 
Little, one of M.C.’s  attorneys  and Executive Director of FIAC.  
“We are especially grateful that in seeing justice done, our client 
was spared the insult and trauma of a trial.”

 “Equally important to M.C. is the hope that ICE will 
finally take steps to prevent this type of abuse from ever 
happening again,” Little continued.  “Given the history, male 
officers should never have sole custody of a  female detainee – 
especially in an uncontrolled environment like transport between 
facilities.”

ICE Agent Sentenced for Rape of Detainee
Federal Investigation Prompted by Victim’s FIAC Attorney
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Twenty-three year old Haitian, Valery Joseph was pronounced dead on June 20, 2008  at the 
Glades County Detention Center. On July 8, Mr. Joseph should have celebrated his 24th 
birthday- instead, his family and community leaders marked the occasion at a press 
conference where they demanded an investigation into his untimely death.  

According to Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), more than 70 immigrants have 
died in their custody since 2004. “Lack of access to adequate medical care is among 
detainees’ chief complaints,” said Cheryl Little, Executive Director of Florida Immigrant 
Advocacy Center.  “DHS officials have not kept pace with the exploding ICE population, and 
there is little oversight or accountability.  The ICE detention system is designed to fail 
detainees with serious medical problems.”  

FIAC represents Mr. Joseph’s family and is investigating the circumstances of his death.  

 

Another Immigrant Dies in ICE Custody
Family and Advocates Demand Investigation

Jacqueline Fleury,  Valery 
Josephʼs mother, holds 
his photo at a press 
conference.

Photo courtesy of 
Maggie Steber

FIAC Executive Director, Cheryl Little was  sought out to write an 
article on the “human side” of U.S. immigration policy and 
enforcement practices.  The article was published this  summer in 
Americas Quarterly, a publication of the Americas Society and 
Council of the Americas  (AS/COA) dedicated to public policy 
issues affecting the Western Hemisphere.  

This  edition of Americas Quarterly is  dedicated to advancing a 
progressive view of the ongoing immigration debate.  Cheryl was 
asked to write about the experiences  FIAC and its  clients  have had on the “front-lines”.  The 
eight-page exposé gave a human face to the anti-immigration policies  that are hurting real 
families and undermining traditional U.S. ideals of justice.

 

FIAC Executive 
Director Pens 
Article for 
Prestigious 
Policy Journal

Marlene Jaggernauth has been fighting to remain 
in the United States  since 2003.  In June 2008, her 
dream came true as an Immigration Appeals  Court 
denied the government’s latest effort to deport her.

Marlene came from Trinidad when she was 12 as a 
legal resident of the United States.  After getting 
married, she was a victim of domestic violence.  
During that time of upheaval, she was charged 
with shoplifting.  

“I got my life back in order, got a  full-time job, 
bought a  home and took care of my mother and 
my 4 U.S. citizen children,” she says.  “Years  later, 
Immigration officials came to my home and 

handcuffed me in front of my children. They said I 
was an aggravated felon and would be deported.”
She was  put in detention for eleven months, in 
three different jails.  FIAC took her case to the 11th 
Circuit Court of Appeals, but while awaiting a 
decision Marlene was deported.  After three years 
back in Trinidad, the 11th Circuit Court ruled in her 
favor.  Marlene’s  FIAC attorney, Kelleen Corrigan, 
arranged for Marlene to return to the United 
States, and took her case to Immigration Court 
where the judge cancelled the order for her 
removal.  DHS appealed this decision, and it was 
this appeal that was  denied in June.  “FIAC threw 
me a lifeline,” said Marlene. “I’ll never forget how 
hard they worked on my case, how they never 
gave up.” 

 

Deportation Effort Defeated



Immigrant Children Say “Thank You” 
To The Children’s Trust
The immigrant children who are detained at Open Arms, one of the facilities  that house unaccompanied minors in South Florida, 
wanted to thank those who were helping them in their difficult journey to stay in the United States.  So one of the children created 
this card and all signed the inside, to send to The Children’s Trust 
co-funder, along with The Florida Bar Foundation, of the 
Immigrant Children’s Legal and Service Partnership (ICLASP).

ICLASP is  a  partnership of seven agencies  dedicated to 
safeguarding the interests, welfare and rights of unaccompanied 
immigrant children in South Florida.  The partners are:

- Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center (lead agency)
- FIU College of Law, Clinical Program
- University of Miami Law School Children & Youth Clinic
- Victims Services Center
- University of Miami Department of Educational and 

Psychological Studies
- Sisters of the Humility of Mary
- Florida Legal Services

FIAC Attorneys Conduct 
Workshops at National and International Conferences

  
Maria Jose Fletcher, Anna Vallejo 
Attorneys for FIACʼs Lucha Project 
with Laura Germino, Coalition of 
Immokalee Workers.

Michele Abarca, Chi ldren ʼs 
Project Attorney, addresses a 
workshop dur ing the AILA 
Conference.

The expertise of FIAC’s legal team is 
respected across  the globe, as evidenced by 
their participation in two recent international 
conferences.

Supervising Attorneys  Maria Jose Fletcher 
and Ana Vallejo of FIAC’s Lucha Project were 
members  of a  panel presenting “Combating 
Human Trafficking: A Holistic Approach” at 
the 15th World Congress of Criminology 
held in Barcelona, Spain in July.  The 
workshop presented the effectiveness  of the 
collaborative efforts  of non-governmental 
organizations  – such as FIAC and the 
Coalition of Immokalee Workers  – and 
government agencies l ike the U.S. 
Department of Justice in fighting slavery and 
human trafficking and in addressing the 
needs of victims and their families.

FIAC Children’s  Project attorneys made 
presentations at the national conference for 

the 11,000 member American Immigration 
Lawyers  Associat ion (AILA), held in 
Vancouver, British Columbia in June.   
Deborah Lee presented on “Special 
Immigrant Juvenile Status,” and Michelle 
Abarca spoke on dealing with child clients 
for “Best Practices in Preparing Violence 
Against Women Act (VAWA) Cases”
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Bookmobile 
Begins Service to 
Unaccompanied 
Immigrant Children 
at Children’s Village
FIAC Board Secretary, 
Jane Herron’s efforts pay rich results

The unaccompanied children held in Immigration custody at 
Children’s  Village in Miami now have a new learning experience to 
look forward to – the visit of a  Miami-Dade Library Bookmobile – 
thanks  to the steadfast efforts  of Jane Herron, a volunteer at that 
facility and Secretary of FIAC’s  Board of Directors.  Working with 
Mary Young, Founding Chair of the Miami Dade Public Library 
Foundation, Foundation Executive Director Kathleen Murphy, 
Library Director, Raymond Santiago and Karen Husted, Children’s 
Village Director, Ms. Herron achieved the near impossible, 
arranging an extension of service during a time of budget cuts.  

FIAC’s  Children’s  Project represents almost all of the children at 
the Village and we can report that they are ecstatic to have this 
opportunity for a nearly unlimited supply of exciting reading 
choices. 

 
Jane Herron Recognized 

by the State of Florida
The Florida Commission on the Status  of Women 
honored Jane Herron, FIAC Board Secretary, with the 
FCSW Florida Achievement Award in June 2008.  The 
annual award is in recognition of outstanding 
achievements toward improving the lives of women 
and families  in their communities.  In addition to Ms. 
Herron, awards  were presented to Rosie Andre, 
Micheline Louis  Charles, Tania Lopez, Sandra Merritt, 
and Venghan (Winnie) Tang.

WAY TO GO JANE!

Every Dollar You Donate To FIAC Gives Hope 
To Those Seeking Freedom And Justice

Your support of FIAC allows the woman who has  suffered domestic violence to obtain legal status  for herself and her children.  With 
your support, victims of human trafficking can achieve justice and begin to heal.  With your support, children in detention can know 
that they are not alone.  Please consider the benefit of your contribution to FIAC.  Your gift will have an impact; your gift will bring 
hope.  You will help to change the world – one life at a time.  Thank you!  Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization providing immigration legal services to individuals in need. Please send your tax-deductible donations to:   
	

Director of Development, FIAC
       3000 Biscayne Blvd., Suite 400, Miami, FL 33137

       Or donate online at: www.fiacfla.org



Justice prevailed against human traffickers  through guilty pleas 
and sentencing in two important cases.  The cases  were 
brought to successful conclusions  through the cooperation of 
many local and federal law enforcement agencies, and non-
profit agencies  such as  Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center 
(FIAC) that provided critical services to the victims.

In one case, six members of an Immokalee family plead guilty 
to charges  of enslavement and forced labor of Mexican and 
Guatemalan farm workers.  The defendants  paid workers 
minimal wages  and the workers  were driven into indebtedness 
to the family.  The defendants held the workers  captive and 
threatened physical harm if they tried to leave their employment 
before the debt was paid off.  Prison sentences from 10 to 37 
years each are expected.

The second case saw Juan Luis  Cadena-Sosa plead guilty to 
federal civil rights violations for conspiring to smuggle Mexican 
women and girls  into the United States and forcing them into 
prostitution. Cadena-Sosa was  sentenced to 15 years in prison 
and ordered to pay $964,175 is  restitution to his  victims.  In a 
case of delayed justice, Cadena-Sosa was  originally indicted, 
along with 14 other defendants, in 1998.  He was a fugitive in 
Mexico until his extradition in November 2007.  

Many of the victims  in these cases are represented by Florida 
Immigrant Advocacy Center.  FIAC attorneys  ensure that the 
victims’ immigration status  is protected and that they have 
access  to medical and social services to assist with their 
recovery from these crimes.  These services renew a sense of 
security and trust with the victims  that is vital in their ability to 
aid law enforcement in achieving successful prosecutions  like 
these.

Human Traffickers Brought to Justice
FIAC newsletter 
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