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Chairman Durbin, Ranking Member Graham, and members of the Subcommittee:  I am honored 

to submit this testimony for the record on behalf of Americans for Immigrant Justice (formerly 

Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center) regarding today’s hearing on racial profiling and the 

potential passage of the End Racial Profiling Act.  We thank you for holding this critical and 

timely hearing, especially given the current climate with respect to immigrants in our country. 

 

Americans for Immigrant Justice is dedicated to protecting and promoting the basic human rights 

of immigrants through free direct legal services, impact litigation, policy reform, and public 

education at local, state, and national levels.  We work tirelessly to bring about an American 

society where immigrants are not subjected to abuse or injustice; are not afraid to seek help; have 

a fair opportunity to make their case in the system that governs them; and have their 

contributions valued and encouraged. 
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Americans for Immigrant Justice is particularly concerned about many policies and programs at 

the national, state and local levels that encourage or incentivize discriminatory law enforcement 

practices such as racial profiling. We believe that these practices violate the civil and human 

rights of persons living in the United States.  Singling people out on the basis of race, ethnicity, 

religion, national origin, or perceived citizenship or immigration status directly undercuts the 

founding principles of this country.  Simply put, racial profiling is wrong.  

 

Racial Profiling in Our Communities 

We believe that racial profiling is happening in our communities on a regular basis.  In our work 

to further immigrants’ rights, we often encounter individuals who have suffered the indignities of 

apparent racial profiling.   Stories of abuse stemming from apparent profiling abound in southern 

Florida, including the following account recently reported in the news:   

Mateo Gaspar, a mechanic and legal permanent resident, was stopped by a 

Miami-Dade police officer around the corner from his home in Homestead, 

Florida one afternoon in June 2011. The officer asked if he had a driver’s license, 

registration and insurance papers. Gaspar, 46, said he had a driver’s license. The 

officer then asked for his vehicle registration and proof of insurance.  Gaspar 

responded that he was test driving a friend’s car.   

 

The officer then asked Gaspar where he was from. When Gaspar answered that he 

was Guatemalan, the officer responded: “F------ immigrant.” Moments later, the 

officer told Gaspar that he was arresting him for driving a stolen car. According to 

Gaspar, the officer had not checked his computer or called anyone on the radio. 

Instead, he handcuffed Gaspar and pushed him into the patrol car. In the process, 

Gaspar’s head hit the car, and he fell backward onto the street. The officer ordered 

him to get up. With handcuffs still in place, Gaspar struggled to stand up and 

climb into the car.  

 

For about two hours, Gaspar was locked in the back seat of a police car, windows 

closed, with no air conditioning in the South Florida sun. During that time, the 

officer told Gaspar’s wife and 17-year-old daughter that Gaspar would be going to 

jail for many years. The car’s owner also came to the scene, presented police with 

proof of ownership and confirmed that the car had not been stolen.  
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Nonetheless, Gaspar was taken to a Miami-Dade Police station and he was jailed 

at about 10 p.m. The following morning he was taken to court, where the judge 

dropped all charges, including the bogus stolen car charges, and released Gaspar. 

Jail booking records later showed that the officer arrested him on a charge of 

failure to obey a police officer.
i
  

 

This and other incidents break the bonds of trust with local police, who may be viewed as 

de facto agents of immigration authorities, and also racist.  Consequently, many people, 

including United States citizens, are discouraged from reporting tips or crimes to local 

police or cooperating in investigations.  Police Chiefs nationwide have expressed serious 

concern in this regard.  A 2011 national Police Executive Research Forum report 

concluded that: “Active involvement in immigration enforcement can complicate local 

law enforcement agencies’ efforts to fulfill their primary missions of investigating and 

preventing crime.”
ii
 

Recently, Americans for Immigrant Justice partnered with Florida International 

University’s Research Institute on Social & Economic Policy to conduct a study of 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement’s controversial Secure Communities program.  

The study examines a year’s worth of arrest records, obtained through public record 

requests, for over 1800 persons in Miami-Dade County referred to ICE through Secure 

Communities.  A report on the study’s finding is due to be released shortly.  

Preliminarily, we believe that the study will show a clear nexus between the Secure 

Communities program and the use of racial profiling by local law enforcement 

authorities. 

Conclusion 

The practice of racial profiling by federal, state, and local law enforcement has resulted in a 

heightened fear of law enforcement in our community, as in many other communities of color 
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throughout the United States.  Americans for Immigrant Justice is heartened by the 

Subcommittee’s leadership in holding this hearing and we are grateful for the opportunity to 

present our position on the unjust, ineffective and counterproductive practice of racial profiling. 

We urge the Committee to move swiftly and take concrete actions to prohibit racial profiling at 

the federal, state and local levels.  Specifically, we believe:  

 Congress should pass the “End Racial Profiling Act (S.1670)” and institute a federal ban 

on profiling based on race, religion, ethnicity and national origin at the federal, state and 

local levels.  

 The Subcommittee should urge the Department of Justice to amend its 2003 Guidance 

Regarding the Use of Race by Federal Law Enforcement Agencies to apply to profiling 

based on religion and national origin, remove national and border security loopholes, 

cover law enforcement surveillance activities, apply to state and local law enforcement 

agencies acting in partnership with federal agencies or receiving federal funds, and make 

the guidance enforceable. 

Thank you again for this opportunity to express the views of Americans for Immigrant Justice. 

We welcome the opportunity for further dialogue and discussion about these important issues. 

                                                             
i Alfonso Chardy, Residente acusa a policia de acoso. El Nuevo Herald, July 28, 2011, 

http://www.elnuevoherald.com/2011/07/28/992046/residente-acusa-a-policia-de-

acoso.html; Declaracion de Mateo Gaspar, provided by Jonathan Fried, Executive 

Director of We Count, a community group based in Homestead, Florida.  
 
ii
 Debra A. Hoffmaster, Police and Immigration: How Chiefs Are Leading their Communities 

through the Challenges. Police Executive Research Forum, Washington, D.C. March 2011, p. 

xv.  http://www.policeforum.org/library/immigration/PERFImmigrationReportMarch2011.pdf. 


